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Until further notice, please worship with us on 
Saturday or Sunday via  

Drive-in Worship, Facebook or YouTube. 

February 2021 Special days  
Black History Month — February 1-28, 2021 
Groundhog Day — February 2, 2021 
Boy Scout Sunday — February 7, 2021 
Transfiguration Sunday — February 14, 2021 
Valentine's Day — February 14, 2021 
Presidents' Day — February 15, 2021 
Ash Wednesday — February 17, 2021 
 

JANUARY HILITES 
New Year’s Day, January 1, 2021 
Epiphany, January 6, 2021 
Baptism of the Lord, January 10, 2021 
PASTOR JEREMY RETURNS, January 12, 2021 
Religious Freedom Day, January 16, 2021 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 18, 2021 
February Newsletter Deadline. January 18, 2021 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity,  
 January 18-25, 2021 
Inauguration Day, January 20, 2021 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING, via ZOOM, 1:30 pm 

January 31, 2021 
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Holy Spirit 
Lutheran Church 
6670 W. Cheyenne Avenue 
Las Vegas, NV 89108-4931 

(702) 645-1777  FAX (702) 645-8107 
E-Mail: info@holyspiritlasvegas.org 

Web site: 
http://www.holyspiritlasvegas.org 

ELCA: www.elca.org 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
INSIDE SUSPENDED UNTIL 

FURTHER NOTICE 
While COVID-19 procedures are in place 

Saturday Drive-in Worship 

 Traditional 3:30pm 

Sunday Drive-in Worship 

 Contemporary 10:30am 

Sunday School ZOOM 

Preschool-2nd Saturday 10:30am 
3rd-6th Grade Sunday 12pm 

OFFICE HOURS 
 Monday-Thursday 9am – 1:00pm 
 Friday 9am - 12:00pm 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor Jeremy Nausin 
Pastoral Intern Lourdes Olson 
Office Manager Loretta Block 
Bookkeeper/Youth Director 

 Kimberly Nickerson 
Custodian Maddie Thompson 
Groundskeeper Terry West 

Music Worship Leaders 
Contemporary Rick Arroyo 
Traditional  Steven Wright 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Mark Myers, Pres 702 498-1901 
Cindy White, VP 702 243-5647 
Jim Cassidy, Sec’ty 630 388-8706 
Michele Anderson 702-540-0637 
Faye Bastarache 702-645-2497 
Karen Pettit 702-417-4607 
Janet Saterlie 702 658-8042 
Dick Moyer 702 610-9097 
Jeremiah Anderson Youth Rep 
Eileen Miers Recording Secretary 
Dean Chapman Treasurer 

Newsletter Staff 
Editor/Layout: 

Jackie Hopkey – 702 255-9042 
E-Mail: jackolynh@aol.com 

Proof: Ruth Ann Isaacs, Loretta Block 

 
 

Angels Corner 
We are all angels with 
only one wing.  We can 

only fly while embracing each other. 
—Luciano de Crescenzo 

Thanks… 
… to all our silent angels who 
continue to keep our church in 
communication with each other… 
… to Pastor Tom Anderson for 
preaching when needed… and for 
spreading his LOVE all over the 
parking lot… 
… to Don Cleveland, Darin Franklin, 
Mark Myers and Janet Saterlie for 
helping with the set up/tear down of the 
worship services…… 
… to Don Cleveland, Sandy Hughes, 
Lourdes Olson and Terry West for 
leading adult Bible Studies… 
… to Keith & Jackie Hopkey for 
counting our offerings in December … 
… to Stuart and Michele (Anderson) 
Beck – for their technological 
knowledge and continued service to 
Holy Spirit – to keep our Parking Lot 
worship services going... 
… to all those who have continued to 
contribute their offerings… 
… to Jeremiah Anderson, Michele 
Anderson, Tim Fox, Jan Myers, 
Mark Myers, Thaddeus Nance, and 
Kimberly Nickerson for stepping up to 
video edit our worship services for 
Facebook and YouTube…  
… to Faye Bastarache – for pitching 
in – anytime she is needed; and for 
loving this church so much she wants 
everything perfect… 
... to Jim & Patti Cassidy and JoAnn 
& Thaddeus Nance, for helping Faye 
Bastarache prepare 300 luminaries for 
Christmas Eve worship... 
... to youths Thaddeus Nance for 
preparing/ setting up for our parking lot 
worship and Jeremiah Anderson for 
video editing some of our worship 
services for Facebook and YouTube… 
… to ALL who made our Christmas 
Eve worship special with the leadership 
of Michele and Stuart Beck and Faye 
Bastarache! 
 

IT TAKES MANY HANDS  
WORKING TOGETHER 
TO DO GOD’S WORK 

 

 
 

Nancy McDonald 1/2 
Thomas Nickerson 1/5 
Kaliyah Norwood 1/8 
June Charles 1/9 
Shamika Manning 1/10 
Dick Moyer 1/10 
Michael Harris 1/16 
Karen Pettit 1/16 
Desiree Chapman 1/17 
Lillian Dilworth 1/17 
Stella Rhodes 1/17 
Thelma Esteban 1/18 
Makayla Powell 1/18 
Amyyah Bell 1/20 
Priceles Flowers 1/21 
Joyce Palmer 1/22 
Shaun Woods 1/22 
Susan Russo 1/24 
Linda Cohn 1/28 
Thaddeus Nance 1/31 
Ed O’Sullivan 1/31 

 
Bill & Sharon Wilderman 1/1/85 
Keith & Jackie Hopkey 1/5/63 
George & Kris Byrns 1/17/76 

 

Bits ‘n’ Pieces 
DIRECTORY CHANGES 

Address 
Janet Hayden 

4978 Nancy Ave. 
Las Vegas. NV  89120 

Email change 
markwmyers88@gmail.com 

Dove Tales, Birthday & Anniversaries 
 



January 2021 3 “That’s the Spirit” 

Pastor Jeremy Nausin

 
 
What “Great” Looks 
Like in Jesus’s Eyes:  
Helping to Carry the 
Burden 

 

11The greatest among you will be 
your servant. 12For those who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and 
those who humble themselves will 
be exalted. 
 -Matthew 23: 11-12 

Grace and Peace to you from God our Creator, Jesus 
Christ our Savior and the Holy Spirit that guides us.  
Amen. 

In the 23rd Chapter of Matthew, Jesus is continuing to 
instruct His disciples as to what it means to follow the path 
that He is setting for them.  Jesus uses two images here 
to illustrate to the disciples what greatness looks like to 
God.  The first image that is used is that of the teachers of 
the law and the Pharisees.  Both groups are called to help 
people navigate what faithful life ought to look like for 1st 
Century Jews in Israel.  They were charged with 
adjudicating those who had broken the law.  And they 
were also interpreters of how God’s law should apply to 
people’s lives.  To exemplify what is wrong with these two 
groups Jesus goes further to illustrate how far away from 
God these groups had moved.  He tells the disciples that 
these leaders make their “phylacteries” wide.   

“Phylacteries” are 
small leather or 
wooden boxes tied to 
long leather straps 
and these boxes were 
meant to be tied to 
your forehead and 
your arm.  In these 
little boxes were 
writings from the 
Torah, and these 
boxes were meant to be a reminder to all who wore them, 
to follow God’s Law.  They were a reminder to be faithful.  
And while these religious accessories were meant to be a 
marker of a true follower of God, Jesus teaches the 
disciples the true marker of those who love God.  Humility 
and selflessness. 

Those who were called to sit on the throne of Moses were 
given an especially important task.  Each of them called to 

know God’s Word and God’s Law, however, during this 
specific time, these leaders had forgotten the Heart of 
God’s Word and God’s Law.  In the Old Testament, the 
primary Hebrew Texts speak of God’s Law as God’s Way 
of Life.  That through this Law, the people of God will 
learn how to live so that others may come to know God’s 
love through a different kind of living.  At the heart of that 
law…relationship.  Looking at the Ten Commandments, 
we can see how relationship is at the heart of each of 
these ways of life.   

Relationship with God matters.  And relationship with your 
neighbor matters.  But this law was never meant to 
become a measuring stick as to who was more loved by 
God.  And Jesus calls those who are following this law in 
His time, to remember the heart of the Law God had 
given.   

Jesus states that the pharisees tie their Phylacteries wide 
around their arm and head, to be unmistakably noticeable 
to others.  These faith leaders have made a show of their 
faith, as if these outward signs are the markers of true 
faith.  Jesus sees right through them.  Jesus states that 
what makes them far from God’s heart has nothing to do 
with their religious fervor.   Rather, the true marker of their 
unfaithfulness is that they create heavy burdens for the 
people they are called to love, and never help them carry 
them.  These leaders are only serving themselves. 

In difficult times, such as the times Jerusalem faced in the 
Roman Occupancy, it is easy to shrink.  When we are 
hurt, we usually lash out or withdraw and grow bitter.  But 
Jesus shows the disciples what God’s intent was for the 
people of God, and how we are to navigate our faith in the 
midst of difficult times together.   

To become a servant to one another becomes the marker 
of those who are “great” in God’s eyes.  Not those who 
serve their own ways.  Not those who demand their law.  
Not those who only provide provisions for their own.  
Rather, those who humble themselves and who help to 
carry the burdens of their brothers and sisters, will be 
“great” in God’s eyes.  When we face difficulty, we may be 
tempted to circle the wagons and protect our own 
interests.  Maybe if anything we have learned in 2020 it is 
this: small living that only provides for our own doesn’t 
give or protect life.   

We are all still challenged by this teaching of Jesus.  We 
all will have room to grow into this image of a servant in 
this coming year.  The only thing that has changed…2021 
may be one of the more important years to remember 
what gives life in the midst of death and destruction.  God 
is the giver of life for eternity.  May we remember what 
“great” looks like to God in 2021.  Amen. 
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Council President 
 

Philippians 4:4-7 NIV 
4Rejoice in the Lord always. I will 
say it again: Rejoice! 5Let your 
gentleness be evident to all. The 
Lord is near. 6Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. 7And the peace of 
God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. 

I hope you all had a joyous and spirit-
renewing Christmas season.  With 
our focus on the celebration of the 
birth of our Lord, I pray that you 
found comfort and respite from the 
challenges of 2020.  Though this 
Christmas season may not have 
allowed us to be with our extended 
families, focusing on our immediate 

families with a calmer and quieter Advent season was a 
blessing in its own right. 

With the promise of COVID 19 vaccines, we enter the New 
Year full of hope for an eventual return to a more normal life.  
What that new normal will look like is yet to be determined.  
With all that we have had to deal with this past year, it may be 
a good idea to take stock in what we are grateful for. 

As a congregation, we have all been blessed.  During 2020, we 
were able to meet all mission support commitments.  In fact, 
as we agreed to in our January 2020 annual meeting, a year-
end surplus of funds allowed us to bring our 2020 mission 
support up to the 2019 budgeted mission support levels.  In 
2020, we were able to provide full compensation to our church 
staff.   

With some creativity on the part of team leaders and 
committee members, we have been able to maintain many of 
our ministries and programs such as our Harvest Festival, our 
Youth and Family Ministry, midweek Bible study, Sunday 
School, Confirmation, and Sunday Bible Study to name a few. 

We have been blessed by the talents of our congregation 
members.  The gifted members of our Reopening Taskforce 
have used their medical and legal expertise to thoughtfully 
help us navigate the challenges of the pandemic and keep our 
worship family safe.  We have been blessed with experienced 
sound technicians from the Las Vegas Strip that have worked 
tirelessly since before the beginning of our drive-in worship 
services began to allow us to worship together. 

We are blessed with the handful of brave volunteers who have 
gone way out of their comfort zone to be trained to set up, 
monitor, and tear down the sound system.  We have others that 
agreed to be trained to edit the recordings of our weekend 
worship services to post online.  In addition, we have had a 
very few people that weekly provide parking/traffic control, 

ushering, scheduling, assisting ministers, and altar guild.  We 
are in desperate need of more volunteers for many of these 
jobs.  If you are moved to help with our drive-in worship 
services, please call the church office. 

We have been blessed with an incredibly dedicated 
congregation council.  They have been asked to shoulder 
responsibilities and make difficult decisions that previously 
would have been thought unimaginable.  This council has led 
our congregation with strength, wisdom, and love of our 
fellow congregants.   

We have been blessed with the leadership of our Stewardship 
Director who has begun to lead us into a new and exciting 
chapter in the life of our congregation.  “BUILDING ON A 
CULTURE OF GENEROSITY” offers us the opportunity to 
grow our relationship with God and enhance how we will 
meet the needs of our neighbors going forward. 

We are blessed with a brilliant and gifted Pastor who worked 
60-plus hour weeks for 10 straight months with no breaks to 
meet the new challenges of the pandemic.  He took the 
initiative to educate himself on video recording, video editing, 
posting videos, developing a Holy Spirit app, needs of our 
sound system, FM broadcasting, and so much more, all while 
maintaining his “normal” pastoral responsibilities. 

We have had the joy to walk with our Intern Pastor as she 
nears the completion of her seminary training.  We are grateful 
for the pastoral support and leadership she has provided while 
our Pastor was on much needed time off. 

During our Pastor’s time away, our staff has maintained our 
facility, finances, worship, and worship music without missing 
a step.  Our Office Manager has held things together and 
provided her experience to allow our Pastor to have his time to 
rejuvenate without interruption. 

We all rejoiced with our Pastor and his family with the news 
of the birth of their son AJ. 

We are also very blessed to have an amazing worship family 
who has displayed courage, an unwavering faith, and 
incredible support of the ministries of our wonderful 
congregation.  We would not have been able to endure the 
challenges of this past year without you. 

That is a lot to be thankful for.  It has been one of the most 
difficult years anyone has had to live through in quite some 
time.  But as we have met the challenges of 2020, we have 
grown in our faith and abilities and are a stronger 
congregation for it.  With our newly learned talents and 
strengthened faith, just think what the future of Holy Spirit 
Lutheran Church will be once we can focus completely on 
fulfilling God’s commission.  Our future is bright. 

Let’s all pray for a fruitful and safe New Year. God bless you 
all. 

Yours in Christ, 

Mark Myers 
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Children’s Ministry 
 

The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of 
preschool to adults through Christian Education and Fellowship

 
elcome January 2021 and 
good-bye to probably one of 
the craziest years any of us 

has lived through!  We know God was 
with us and helped us through.  I saw 
how people came together to help 
others have food to eat; how people 
innovated and created to continue to 
share God’s word in new ways; how 
people continued to make music and 
perform in new ways to bring joy to 
people; how we were all forced out of 
our comfort zones to learn new things 
and new ways of doing things which is 
good for us to do.   

I saw how God helped guide our 
scientists and doctors to learn how to 
care for the sick and to create a 
vaccine that will help save people’s 
lives.  Hopefully soon, most everyone 
will have been 
able to receive 
this vaccine.  
Yes - It was a 
crazy year and a 
“bad” year in so 
many ways, yet 
if we look, we 
can see God 
with us through 
it all.  And with 
the beginning of 
the New Year there is hope and 
promise that 2021 is going to be a 
better year than the last one.  So 
Happy New Year to you all!! 

Our two Sunday School classes 
have continued to meet on Zoom, 
though the meeting days/times have 
changed recently with the change of 
the Sunday morning worship service 
time.  Preschool-2nd Grade led by 
Judi Hempel and Lynne Cavalieri 
are now meeting on Saturday 
mornings at 10:30am.  Our 3rd-6th 
Grade class led by Edie Bush and 
Gwen Jolls meets at 12:00 noon on 
Sunday mornings.  We’ve all had a 
few technical “glitches” with the 
technology, though overall the classes 
are going well and it is great to be able 
to see and interact with our awesome 
Sunday School students! 

During “normal” times our 
Sunday School children usually 
participate in some way in the Family 
Christmas Eve Service.  However due 
to COVID we couldn’t do that this 
year. Thanks to the great minds of 
Loretta and Pastor Jeremy, it was 
suggested that the Sunday School 
children draw a Christmas picture to 
be included in the Christmas Eve 
Worship bulletin (see below).  Great 
idea to have the children be able to 
participate a little in the Christmas 
Eve service.  Hope you got to see 
some of their artwork in the bulletin! 

I read in last month's newsletter 
about our own Jimmy McDonald’s 
new book for children – Papa’s Bible 
Stories.  It sounds wonderful!  I hear 

there is a copy in the church library 
and is also 
available 
through Amazon 
and Barnes and 
Noble.  I will 
look for it!  It 
would be fun to 
read some of the 
stories to the 
children during 
our Zoom 
Sunday School. 

Happy New Year Everyone!  
Blessings and Love to you all, 

Gwen Jolls 

 
 

Congratulations to the following 
students who had Perfect Attendance 

in November 2020 

Preschool-2nd Grade 
Henry Pettit 
3rd-6th Grade 

Carolina Caison 
Zakia Clark 

Duncan Pettit 
Zania Smith 

 

 

W

Jayda 

Carolina 

Dana 

Naomi 

Duncan 
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Adult Discipleship 

 
Looking for a place for fellowship 
and a connection about each week’s 
gospel?  The Sunday Lectionary 
Study Series might be just the place 

for that.  They gather via ZOOM 
each Sunday morning at 9:00am 
to run though a nice ELCA study 
guide for the week’s gospel, 
helping them to dig deeper into its 
meaning and how it can impact 
their daily lives.  Please see some 
comments from current attendees 
about their experiences.  

If you’re interested, email Don Cleveland at 
ldrdad@aol.com and he’ll send you the ZOOM link for the 
group.  They start Sundays at 9am and wrap up promptly at 
10am to allow time for travel to the drive-in worship.   

George says… “I very much appreciate the ability to discuss 
and get a better appreciation of the underlying meaning of 
certain passages of the Gospels.  In addition, the ZOOM 
sessions are important to fill the socialization gap due to the 
quarantine.  I look forward to being able to see other members 
Sunday mornings, even if it is only virtually.” 

Charlie and Norma say… “If it weren’t for our modern-day 
electronic conveniences, we would have lost total contact with 
most of our friends and fellow Christians over the past several 

months here at HSLC.  Norma and I both enjoy our Sunday 
morning get-togethers, and give thanks for you all.” 

Mirium says… “To me, I prefer to attend the 8:30 service 
before Sunday Lectionary Study.  However, because of the 
change due to COVID, I found it meaningful to see everyone 
and have discussions of the Gospel of the week.  The 
questions posted in the study gave me new insight and the 
input of each of you enhance my knowledge. I’m thankful for 
all of you.” 

Kris says… “One thing I really like about the lectionary class 
is the interesting discussion based on the gospel reading for 
the day.  It’s a conversation with friends about what the lesson 
meant to us as individuals and to the church.  The materials 
are interesting.  I enjoy the fellowship with other members, 
and the virtual class keeps me connected to the congregation 
in a personal way when we can’t be close in person.” 

 
 

Over the past number of weeks, we returned our Estimate of Giving cards for the Building on a Culture of Generosity 
appeal. We certainly witnessed significant generosity from you and a strong commitment to support Holy Spirit 
Lutheran Church’s mission.   

 79 Estimate of Giving Cards were received, 5 more than last year 

44 of these indicated an increase in generosity, and of those 17 were folks making new commitments to HSLC 

There was a combined overall increase of over $20,000 compared to last year.   

If you were unable to return your card, you can still send it in, or you can simply email 
Generosity@holyspiritlasvegas.org and your Estimate of Giving will be recorded from the email.  

Please remember that Estimates of Giving are not binding, but are used for us to proclaim our faith, and to help the 
congregational leadership in making plans for the coming year. 

A note of thanks: 

“I’m delighted that so many of you joined me in returning your statement of intent this year!  I continue to be in awe 
of the unity and amazing support of our congregation during these difficult times.  I believe that once the pandemic is 
in our past, we will come back stronger and even more dedicated to the mission and ministries of our church.” 

Mark Meyers, Council President 

BUILDING ON A CULTURE 
OF GENEROSITY 
"Learning to reflect the love and light of Jesus Christ, 
into a world loved by God" 

F
A

L
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2

0
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0
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Small Groups
 

.

 

Woman to Woman 

o you believe in Angels?  If you do, 
what do you believe?  The winter 

Bible study in the Gather magazine from 
the Women of the ELCA focuses on 
angels.  Angels are probably close to our 
minds since we have just reheard the 
story of the Nativity.  I even had a craft 
to create an angel from a paper plate as 
part of my Sunday School lesson on 

December 20. 
(This is the 
one Henry 
Pettit made.) 

How do 
you picture 
angels? 
Artists have 
interpreted 
angels in 
many 
different 
ways.  We 

make them cute and cuddly for our 
Christmas pageants.  My Christmas tree 
topper is very feminine, but in Luke 1:26 
it is the Angel Gabriel, a very masculine 
name, who gives Mary the message that 
she will bear the Son of God—Jesus.  So, 
we don’t know exactly how angels 

looked.  What we do know is that often 
when they show up in the scriptures with 
a message from God, the humans are 
terrified.  The first thing the angel says is, 
“Don’t be afraid.  I bring you good 
news.” 

In the Old Testament, the Hebrew 
word malakh is used for angel while in 
the New Testament the Greek word 
ängelos is used for messengers, those 
creatures that move between heaven and 
earth.  A simple word search of the New 
Revised Standard Version at 
biblegateway.com reveals 329 entries for 
angel.   

The author of our study, REV. DR. 
CHRISTINA VON ZYCHLIN 
introduces us to some glimpses of angels 
in the Old and New Testament in the first 
of three studies.  We look at several 
scriptures for the way these beings are 
described in the Bible.  First, we look at 
the words used in Psalm 8, then Matthew 
13:39-43, 47-50 to discover the role of 
ängelos in these passages.  

Read Genesis 1:1.  Do you notice the 
part angels play in creation?  Read Job 38 
and see if you find any angels.  Verses 4-
7 are written in a Hebrew poetic style 
where each half of the verse echoes the 
other.  Contemplate the meaning of 
morning stars and heavenly beings. 
Could the stars in these verses be angels? 
In Revelation 1:16a; 20 each star is an 
angel.  What do you think about the 
relationship between angels and stars? 

Are they just different ways of 
experiencing God’s cosmic energy? 

One name given to heavenly beings 
is cherubim, the marker and guardians of 
God’s holiness.  We first meet them 
when God banishes Adam and Eve from 
the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:24).  
Next, we read of cherubim in Exodus 
25:17-22, 26:1-2 in the instruction for 
creating the Arc of the Covenant.  The 
third time we meet them is in Ezekiel 
1:5-14,10:15-20 as the fiery, four-faced, 
flashing creatures.  Scholars aren’t sure 
of their symbolism.  Their images have 
been used by some film makers in 
science fiction movies. 

Finally, we get to the scripture that 
may be most familiar to us Luke 1:11-12 
where Gabriel appears to Zechariah. 
There is no description of wings or halo 
here.  The name Gabriel means “God is 
my strength.”  To Zechariah and later to 
Mary in Luke 2:8-11, 
the news of a baby is 
out of the ordinary.  It 
is the good news. 

I look forward to 
the study next month 
when we come up 
against angels who 
confront us. 

Judi Hempel 
702-586-1547 

storygirl1808@aol.com 
 

 
 

Nevada Partnership for 
Homeless Youth 

hanks all of you for supporting 
Nevada Partnership for Homeless 
Youth.  This has been a difficult 

year for our homeless youth.  They had 
medical help and social workers but 
missed the connection with all the 
volunteers who would take them cooked 
food with desserts, and the social 
interaction.  They missed hanging out at 
the drop-in center, socializing, laughing 
and getting hugs from the cooks, etc.  In 
all honesty, all of us who used to take 
food to the center miss the socializing as 
well. 

 

 
This 

holiday time we 
filled 16 large 
Christmas bags 
for those youth 
living in the 
independent 
properties.  

Without your support we couldn’t have 
filled their wish lists.  Thank you to all 
who purchased items and the ladies who 
gathered at our home to put all the gifts 
together.  A special thanks to Dean who 
has taken me shopping to get all the rest 
of the items on the list, plus looking for 
the bikes. 

We would have loved to be a mouse 
in the corner (not Maxwell) to see the 

faces of these youth when they received 
their Christmas bag.  All I can say is 
thank GOD for giving us the strength to 
be able to do this.   

Please continue 
supporting our 
homeless youth 
with needs and 
prayers for them 
to have a home 
and a future. We 
hope you have a 
Happy & Healthy 
New Year. 

GOD Bless You All! 

Marcia Chapman 
W.I.T.S. 

D

T
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Feliz Navidad2020 

Dear Friends and Family, 
The year 2020 has been challenging for all of us! We have all learned 
how to adapt to change.  Something that is a great resource to the 
community of the King as his Kingdom marches forward. 

Here it seems that Christmas is being swept away by political, 
economic, and COVID factors.  Maybe you are feeling different 
factors but with the same result – the Grinch is trying to steal 
Christmas! Inflation and the loss of jobs has hit our community 
hard this year.  More and more families are lining up for food. 

With all that is happening let’s take a few moments to reflect on where 
the celebration starts -the birth of a Savior!  

Jesus Christ was born in a turbulent time of history.  Born into a 
poor family from Nazareth, a religiously suspect region, but has 
forever changed history.  His life, death and resurrection offer a 
living hope that deserves reflection and celebration! 

C. S. Lewis says of Jesus’ birth, “Once in our world a stable had something 
in it that was bigger than our whole world.”  To place Jesus at the center of 
our hope is only logical valid if He is truly divine.  As we are convinced 
that this is true, we invite you to join with us in reflecting and celebrating 
the true hope this Christmas Season! 

 

 Feliz Navidad from the Miller 
family to yours! 

 
8 That night there were shepherds staying in the fields 
nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. 9 Suddenly, an angel 
of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the 
Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, 10 but the 
angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring 
you good news that will bring great joy to all people. 11 The 
Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in 
Bethlehem, the city of David! 12 And you will recognize him 
by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of 
cloth, lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:8-12) 

 
 

 

 

 

How to continue to financially partner with us: 
Checks should be made out to Global Service Network with our 

account number on the memo line 51211005. 
Global Service Network 

P.O.Box 1809 
Apex. NC 27502 

Online: https://globalservicenetwork.org/give/51211005/ 
 

The back of our car jam-packed 
with food donations 

Pablo and Zara enjoying a treat at 
grandma’s house 



January 2021 9 “That’s the Spirit” 

Maxwell’s Musings

“For last year’s words belong to 
last year’s language and next 

year’s words await another 
voice.” 

—T.S. Eliot 

appy New Year, dear readers!  I’m going to paraphrase 
Franklin Roosevelt’s dialog, “2020, a year which will 
live in infamy!”  As the vaccine is starting to be 

administered, let’s continue to pray that the COVID-19 virus is 
diminished and our lives can return to something akin to 
normal. 

 
 Jane Seum’s first grandbaby arrived on November 7 at 
12:05am.  Clara Diana weighed 7.5 lbs, 20 1/2 inches long. 
Clara’s daddy is our former custodian, Karl Seum’s first child 
with his wife Berenice. Aunt Gayle (Jane’s sister) is pretty 
excited too, all waiting for Christmas to celebrate! 

Brandon Russo - Andy and Susan Russo's son, who grew 
up in our church, 
and played in the 
Rejoice Band years 
ago, was back 
recently before the 
pandemic – and 
was married on 
October 10.  He is 
happily married to 
Heather.  Brandon 
is now a 
government worker 
- working for the 
United States Postal 
Service; Heather 
works at Area 15!  

Update on 
Pastor Jeremy and 
Erin’s baby 
shower: the raffle 
winner was Ruth 
Ann Isaacs, and 

Jackie Hopkey was the big winner who guessed less than an 
hour from the date/time Augustino James was born.  (Jackie’s 
guess was November 20 at 9:20am - he was born at 8:26am.  

(Janet Hayden, Dwight & Judi Hempel, Ruth Ann and 
Mark & Jan Myers also guessed the 20th).  Loretta’s son, 
Jordan, was born on November 20th also - so there will be 
future Nausin/Block celebrations!!   

Jackie and Ruth Ann received our new Holy Spirit mugs 
for prizes.  “Little” A.J. is now a month old. I was able to see 
him at worship (some of you may have heard him).  He looks 
like his daddy. 

Terry and Mary West shared this note they received from 
former member Tedi Gable.  She wrote: “Please give this 
small token (she sent a donation 
towards postage expense) to 
HSLC for the blessings and joy 
receiving the HSLC newsletter 
brings to my heart. I thank each 
one whose hand and heart create 
and send this monthly gift to me.  
I pray each one I know there, 
and the ones who I don’t, know 
peace, joy, faith, hope and love.  
I am honored to have had you in 
my life.  I am so blessed Jesus 
crossed our paths at HSLC.  Love, Tedi.” 

Maxwell (continued page 10) 

H
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Community Outreach

NCG Accomplishments: 

Congratulations to the team working on urging CCSD and 
Connecting Kids Nevada to address the issue of connectivity! 
Cox Communications announced a temporary increase in service, 
read about it here: Cox Communications to debut faster download 
speeds for low-cost internet program.  But there is still more work 
to be done! 

Update on the payday lending database: Financial regulators 
take another step toward payday lending database adoption, 
months after deadline.  Barbara Paulsen, Robin Collins and Jami 
Johnson continue to represent NCG at these hearings and 
meetings with regulators. 

Nevada has a new eviction moratorium until March 31st: 
Sisolak extends ‘statewide pause’.  Despite this reprieve, families 
are still suffering greatly and being evicted regardless of any 
moratorium in effect.  

From NCG Steering Committee on December 15, 2020: 

Addiction and Recovery Team offering another Civic 
Academy on Advocacy and Services on February 9, 2021;  

 

and Narcan Training on February 23, 2021. 
The Pay Day Lending Database SB201, passed Legislation. 

The Financial Industry Division in the State is working on 
regulations. 

The Eviction Moratorium, unlike the previous one, does not 
prevent Evictions.  People will be required to pay any fees and 
fines.  People are being referred to CHAP, through the Office of 
Community Services City of Las Vegas. 

Cox has agreed to double internet access for those using 
Internet Connect, and looking into the consequences that families 
are experiencing due to lack of access for students.  NCG is 
working with The Patient Protection Commission, addressing the 
issues with Telehealth access. 

There will be a Training on the Budget 
process with the Guinn Center on February 
25, 2021. 

Information regarding upcoming events 
will be sent out as soon as it becomes 
available. Thanks for your interest, and 
participation in Nevadans for the Common 
Good.  

Best, 

Sandy Hughes 
 

Maxwell (continued from page 9)  
Wow!  I got to spend 

time with Jo Jirousek who 
turned 95 on December 4 - 
she is an amazing lady - 
living at home with her 
daughter and her family.  
She even shared her cake 
with me - yummy!  She 
wrote a sweet note to 
friends at Holy Spirit.  In it 
she expressed “I’m filled 
with emotion and thanks for 
all the greetings you 
recognized for my 95th 
birthday. Usually, it’s been 

my joy to mail my small gift to God.  But.. the transition 
of going from 59 to 95 has taken its toll.  Again, thanks to 
the Pastors, Loretta and Jackie, Mary West, and all of 
you who are working so sacrificially to enable us to 
continue worshipping our Lord.  Right now, with thoughts 
on Christmas, I’m tired of all the noise and jazz-type 
music; I enjoy meditating in that Babe in a Manger.  He is 
the real reason for Easter.  With love and friendship, Jo 
Jirousek” -then she added a PS: “…and, Maxwell, last 
but NOT LEAST!”  I’m in love with that sweet lady!  

Your friend, 
Maxwell 

 
 
 
 

                                     Thank you to the Congregation at Holy  
                                     Spirit Lutheran Church. One of the 
                                       joys of my life is the relationship we  
                                       share and experiencing the love and  
                                       encouragement you give to Erin, 
myself, and our children. Thank you for the past season of love, 
as we have been overwhelmed by the generosity of this 
congregation.  Through gifts, prayers, phone calls, emails, and 
personal notes this congregation has made us feel incredibly 
loved.  We cannot express our gratitude enough to the 
wonderful family we have at HSLC! Thank you from the bottom 
of our hearts. 

Pastor Jeremy, Erin, Naomi, Natalie, and Augustino 
 

Thank you to the best congregation in the world.  Thank you for 
the cards, gifts, yummy goodies, and monetary gifts.  I am 
truly blessed to be loved by all of you.  The feeling is mutual. 
Hoping for a hug in 2021.  

Love, Loretta 
 

Dear Holy Spirit family, 
I want to express my heartfelt thanks for your kindness, 
generosity and love expressed this holiday season through your 
many gifts and cards and encouraging words. I tell my 
colleagues over and over again how blessed I am to be doing my 
internship in this congregation. You daily make my life fuller, 
and have blessed my family and me in countless ways. Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year from Intern Pastor Lourdes 
and the Olson Family! 
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Prayers of the Church & Financials

 
God of power 

and might, tear 
open the heavens 
and come quickly 
to this weary 

world. Hear our prayers for everyone 
in need. 

Gracious God, all generations call 
you blessed. In this holy season we 
pray for our neighbors of other 
denominations and faiths. Inspire the 
faith of their people. Cultivate 
understanding among us and 
strengthen us in love and service to 
our community.  

Creator God, you scatter the 
proud. Everything we have belongs 
first to you. Bless and protect the seas, 
mountains, plains, forests, skies, and 
soils that surround us. Give us 
humility as we tend them.  

Righteous God, you humble the 
powerful and lift up the lowly. We 
pray for the leaders of all nations, that 
they amplify the voices of people in 
need. Guide all people entrusted with 
leadership, to create societies in which 
everyone can flourish.  

Compassionate God, fill the 
hungry with good things, nourish 
those who lack access to adequate 
food and nutrition. Bless the work of 

advocates, community organizers, and 
food pantries. Encourage others to 
provide for their 
neighbors in 
need.  
Healing God, 
you pour out 
mercy to all who 
cry out to you. 
Surround 
everyone in need of healing in body, 
mind, or spirit with your tender 
presence, especially: Zoel 
Bastarache; Tim Beasley; Jim 
Caison; Marcia Chapman; Robin 
Holman; Olivia Hopkey; Rena 
Jordan; Norma Kesling; Susanne 
Klimek; Donna Lawhead; Bob 
Nance; Bev & Keith Quirk; Carol 
Rinta; Corey Schaefges; Mary 
Torstenson; Nancy Wier, Mary 
Wonola; and Jennie Zweifel; 
We pray for those homebound…Roy 
Cameron; Lillian Dilworth; Helen 
Geraci; Susan Hicks; Jo Jirousek; 
June Wall…  

God of all grace, you give us 
everlasting life. In love we recall your 
holy ones who now live in your 
undying light. Please give peace to 
JoAnn Nance and all mourning the 
death of her father. We pray also for 

Sandy Hughes and all those mourning 
the passing of her sister-in-law Penny 
In remembering, give us a foretaste of 
the feast to come. 

We also pray for Caison family 
friends, June Gokey and Jim 
Slaughter; Jenny Zweifel’s sister 
Robin and friend, Etta; Don Wittes’ 
niece, Ericka and her family; Sandy 
Hughes niece, Erin, and her sister, 
Mickey; Lolita Stapleton’s brother, 
Milton; Lauren Barnett’s friend, 
Edie; Loretta’s sister, Terry; for 
Jenny Knox’s sisters, Carmen & 
Vickie; for Betty Kovach’s son, 
Scott; for Janet Hayden’s 
granddaughter, Charisma; for 
Michele Stephenson’s daughter in 
law, Kelly; for Howard Olson’s son, 
Jimmy Dean; Nancy McDonald’s 
father, Art; Cathy Adams’ family, 
Chris, Zoey and Stella; Dick 
Moyer’s 104 year old, past POW, 
friend, Vince Shank; Janet Zak’s 
grandson, Brandon; and Jimmy 
McDonald’s, brother, Johnny.  

Receive our prayers in the name 
of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that 
day when you gather all creation 
around your throne where you will 
reign forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FINANCIAL STANDINGS November 2020 Year-t0-date 

Ministry Program Income $  33,441.46 $333,554.49 
 

PPP Loan Funds Used  $  37,810.43 

Ministry Program Expenses $  29,111.70 $284,412.23 

Difference $     4,329.76 
 

$  86,952.69 
952 

Debt/Building Income $     4,491.50 $  39,703.00 
3939,70335,21952

PPP Loan Funds Used        $    1,206.57 

Debt/Building Expenses $    6,193.00       $  68,123.00 
 

Difference $  - 1,701.50 $ -27,213.43 
 

NET INCOME $    2,628.56 $  59,739.26 
 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS – through November, 2020 - $641 



January 2021 12 “That’s the Spirit” 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS ~ JANUARY 2021 
DATES January 2/3 January 9/10 January 16/17 January 23/24 January 30/31 

 TIMES      
Set-up/ 

Tear Down 
Tech 

 

3:30pm 
Darin Franklin 
Janet Saterlie 

Mark Myers 
Darin Franklin 

Don Cleveland 
Mark Myers 

Don Cleveland 
Darin Franklin 

Darin Franklin 
Mark Myers 

10:30am 
Stuart & Michelle 

Beck 
 

Stuart & Michelle 
Beck 

Beck 

Stuart & Michelle 
Beck 

Beck 

Stuart & Michelle 
Beck 

Beck 

Stuart & Michelle 
Beck 

 
 

      

Ushers 
 

3:30pm Jan Myers Jan Myers Jan Myers Jan Myers Jan Myers 

10:30am 
Jim & Patti 

Cassidy 
Kris Bechtold 
Peggy Kennedy 

Bob & JoAnn  
Nance 

Jane Seum 
Loretta Block 

Jim & Patti 
Cassidy 

       

Assisting 
Minister 

3:30pm Judi Hempel Don Cleveland Darin Franklin Mark Myers Faye Bastarache 

10:30am Sandy Hughes Ruth Ann Isaacs Jenny Klimek Sandy Hughes Ruth Ann Isaacs 

       

Video Editor  Kimberly Nickerson Jeremiah Anderson Mark Myers Jan Myers 
Kimberly Nickerson 
Thaddeus Nance 

       

Parking Lot 
Directors 

3:30pm Scott Pratt Scott Pratt Cindy White Scott Pratt Scott Pratt 

10:30am 
Dick Moyer 
Terry West 

Dick Moyer 
Terry West 

Dick Moyer 
Terry West 

Dick Moyer 
Terry West 

 

Dick Moyer 
Terry West 

       

WORSHIP COORDINATORS: 3:30 Jan Myers 702 498-1902  10:30 Church Office/702 645-1777 
 

 
JANUARY LESSONS 

January 2/3 Second Weekend of Christmas Jeremiah 31:7-14, Ephesians 1:3-13, John 1:10-18 
January 6 Epiphany of our Lord  Isaiah 60:1-6, Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12  
January 9/10 Baptism of Our Lord  Genesis 1:1-5, Acts 19:1-7, Mark 1:4-11 
January 16/17 2nd Weekend after Epiphany 1 Samuel 3:1-10, 1 Corinthians 6:12-20, John 1:43-51 
January 23/24 3rd Weekend after Epiphany Jonah 3:1-5, 10, 1 Corinthians 7:29-31, Mark 1:14-20 
January 30/31 4th Weekend after Epiphany Deuteronomy 18:15-20, 1 Corinthians 8:1-13, Mark 1:21-29 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2

NEW YEAR'S DAY 3:30p Parking Lot
Office Closed   Worship Service

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
9a ZOOM Adult 11:30a Senior Meals 10a ZOOM 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals 10:30a ZOOM
  Sunday School    Army of One 7p ZOOM Bible  Sunday School
10:30a Parking Lot 11:30a Senior Meals    Study w/ Sandy (PK-2nd grade)
  Worship Service 3:30p Parking Lot
12p ZOOM Sunday   Worship Service
  School (3rd-6th grade)

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
9a ZOOM Adult 11:30a Senior Meals PASTOR JEREMY 10a ZOOM Bible 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals 10:30a ZOOM
  Sunday School RETURNS!    Study w/ Pastor 7p ZOOM Bible  Sunday School
10:30a Parking Lot 10a ZOOM 11:30a Senior Meals    Study w/ Sandy (PK-2nd grade)
  Worship Service    Army of One 3:30p Parking Lot
12p ZOOM Sunday 11:30a Senior Meals   Worship Service
  School (3rd-6th grade) 11:30a ZOOM

  Executive Committee
Baptism of the Lord

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
9a ZOOM Adult 11:3oa Senior Meals 10a ZOOM 10a ZOOM Bible 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals 10:30a ZOOM
  Sunday School FEBRUARY    Army of One    Study w/ Pastor 7p ZOOM Bible  Sunday School
10:30a Parking Lot  NEWSLETTER 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals    Study w/ Sandy (PK-2nd grade)
  Worship Service DEADLINE 6:30p ZOOM Church 3:30p Parking Lot
12p ZOOM Sunday   Council   Worship Service
  School (3rd-6th grade)

Martin Luther King, Jr INAUGURATION DAY
Day

24 25 26 27 28 29 30
9a ZOOM Adult 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals 10a ZOOM Bible 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals 10:30a ZOOM
  Sunday School    Study w/ Pastor 7p ZOOM Bible  Sunday School
10:30a Parking Lot 11:30a Senior Meals    Study w/ Sandy (PK-2nd grade)
  Worship Service 3:30p Parking Lot
12p ZOOM Sunday   Worship Service
  School (3rd-6th grade)

31

9a ZOOM Adult

  Sunday School

10:30a Parking Lot

  Worship Service

12p ZOOM Sunday

  School (3rd-6th grade)

CONGREGATIONAL

MEETING

1:30pm via ZOOM

January 2021
Holy Spirit Happenings
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TWELFTH NIGHT CAKE 

2 cups flour       Cooked Frosting 
1 1/2 cups sugar      4 oz. chocolate pudding (not instant) 
2 tsp. baking soda      1 1/4 cups milk 
1/2 cup cocoa powder     1/2 cup softened butter 
1 tsp. salt       1 tsp. vanilla 
1 egg        1/4 tsp. salt 
1 cup mild-tasting cooking oil    1 cup powdered sugar 
1 cup buttermilk 
1 tsp. vanilla 
1 cup boiling water 

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Sift together dry ingredients. In a separate bowl, mix wet 
ingredients. Combine wet and dry ingredients using a blender or a good stirring spoon and plenty of 
elbow grease. 

Grease two round 9-inch cake pans, or one 9x13’ pan. Sprinkle pan(s) with cocoa. Pour batter into 
the pan(s). Bake 45 minutes. When cool, remove from pans and frost. 

Frosting: Mix all ingredients in a pan and cook over low heat, stirring until thickened. Transfer to bowl 
and let cool before frosting. 

 

Food for the Spirit 
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